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test on admission to civil office was condoned by an
Annual Indemnity Act. Peel secured the insertion of
a declaration calculated to soothe the susceptibilities
of churchmen, and with this safeguard the Bill was
quietly accepted even by the House of Lords. Sir
Francis Burdett's resolution for considering the laws
relative to the Roman Catholics was once more carried
by a majority of six, but the ministers still declined to
move, and the House of Lords sustained them in their
obstinacy. Nevertheless the crisis was at hand.
A Bill had been introduced for modifying the franchise
of East Retford by the extension of the right of voting
to the adjacent hundred. The Whigs proposed a clause
transferring the franchise to Birmingham, which at that
time, like Manchester and other large towns, was without
representation in Parliament. Huskisson voted in
favour of the transfer, which had been opposed by the
Government. He then went home, and on the same
night wrote to the Prime Minister to tender his resigna-
tion. This letter was apparently meant by its writer
to be an act of contrition, not to be attended with penal
consequences. But the duke was a soldier, unused to
insubordination, and apt to take men at their word.
He forthwith accepted the resignation, and in spite of
Huskisson's remonstrances and explanations, declined to
allow Mm to withdraw it. Thereupon the Canningites,
who regarded Huskisson as their leader, withdrew in a
body from the Ministry. Yesey Fitzgerald, an intimate
friend of Peel, was appointed President of the Board of
Trade in the place of Grant who had retired, and was
thereby compelled to seek re-election for the county of
Clare. He had supported the Catholic claims and was